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Scholarship 2025
Media Studies

Time allowed: Three hours 
Total score: 24

ANSWER BOOKLET

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

Answer all THREE questions from Question Booklet 93303Q, and write your answers in this booklet.

Begin your answer to Question One on page 3, your answer to Question Two on page 11, and your 
answer to Question Three on page 19.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–28 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet
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SCHOLARSHIP EXEMPLAR

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.















Scholarship 
 

Subject:  Media Studies 

Standard:  93303 

Total score: 15 

Q Score Marker commentary 

1 5 

The candidate demonstrated convincing knowledge of social media as a 
shaper on mainstream culture, as it relates to the attention economy, in 
response to their chosen statement 4: “Social media services are now 
the shapers of mainstream culture”. The candidate consistently engaged 
with the statement, beginning with a clear overview. They provided a 
clear analysis of algorithms (ARS) and the way they shape content users, 
including echo chambers, confirmation bias, supported by some relevant 
evidence (January 6 insurrection, etc). They also provided some 
insightful reasons and consequences of social media influence on 
mainstream culture and the health of democracies. 

2 5 

The candidate discussed their short film, in relation to Stuart Hall’s 
reception theory and film texts Lady Bird and Mothlight, integrating their 
chosen quotation 4: “Part of film-making is always a guessing game, and 
part of it is always a game of trust” (Greg Kinnear) throughout with a 
detailed, clearly referenced analysis of their film process. They 
referenced narrative theory (Tzvetan Todorov), in relation to their own 
production and offered insightful reflections/evaluations of their 
creative process. Overall, the candidate offered an engaging and 
thoughtful response that addressed the quotation. 

3 5 

The candidate provided a convincing understanding of the vampire 
genre via a range of film texts (Nosferatu, What we do in the Shadows, 
and Sinners), in response to their chosen quotation 3: “We have to break 
the rules if we want to tell stories in new ways” (Lulu Wang). They 
offered some film theory (Steve Neale and Thomas Schatz) and analysed 
how the genre has evolved over time with relevant evidence. 
Overall, the candidate created a convincing argument, in relation to the 
quotation. 

 




